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Plantation-TRADF. 


Diſcuſs'd, and Humbly Offered to the Conſideration of the 


Right Honourablethe LOR DS and COMMONS 
in Parliament Aſſkmbled. 


HAT the preſent Parliament Afﬀembled together with Reſolutions to Promote 

Trade, was the Apprehenſions of gnoſt, and rhe frequent Confiderations aboiit 

it, by the Lords and Commons, fince this Seſſion began, confirms the Truth of 

it; and whilſt they are taking Care of fome particular Branches of the Trade of 

the Kingdom, I humbly take leave to Recommend another Branch of its Trade not vet con- 

ſidered of, and which, when well weighed, and enquired into, may poſſibly be found to 

deſerve the Regards of a Parliament as much as the Ea#-Indra, or any one other Branch 
whatſoever ; and that is, The Trade to the Plantations. | 

To have this Trade ſetled ona Regular and Sound Foundation, I humbly conceive con- 
cerns England very much, in regard Colonies Abroad are Planted, Maintained and Prote&t- 
ed at a very great Expence of Treaſure ; and a Specimen of that may, I preſume, be ſeen b 
the Accounts of the preſent Charge of the War, now lying before the Honourable the Houſe 
of Commons, and which doubtleſs muſt ſwell very high : But that which AﬀeQs the King- 
dom as its greateſt Treaſure, and of which there is no Accompt kept of its Disburſments, is 
the Expence of our People, a Treaſure which can no way be compenſated, nor {atisfied for, 
but by ſuch a way as may conduce to ſupply the Kingdom with People for our People ; for 
elſe, were our Plantations ſo many Mines of Gold and Silver, yet ſhould we be weakned and 
impoveriſhed -by the having them, 

Spain is a lively Inſtance and Proof of this, who from the greateſt Monarchy in Earope, 
is declined to what it now is, and who haye commenced their Declenſion gradually from the 
timethey Diſpeopled Spin ro Plant inthe Weſft-Indies ; alf the Freaſure of the Indies which 

have in their Power, and fetch yearly to Spaiz, not being able to Recompence the Loſs 
of their People ; and this inſtance may ſerve to confirm the Truth of a Poſition that is alrea- 
dy agreed on by all, as far as I know at leaſt, as unobjettionable, 
That afl Kingdoms or Governments are Strong or Weak, Rich or Poor, according tothe 
Plenty or Paucity of the People of that Government. 

And that England may not = upon the ſame Rock Spaiz hath done, ſhould bz not only 
every Engliſh Man's good Wiſh, but ought to be as much their Indeavours ; and I can hear- 
tily ſay, 1t15 the only Motive that draws meto caſt in my poor Mite as an Eſſay towards it, 
and as a Neceſſary Conlequence of the before-going Poſition.” 

All ſuch Means as tend to draw our Hands fromus, and which at the fame time creates 
not Means by which we may be ſupplied with as many, or more Hands, in the room of 
them, are pernicious, and as they ſhall 6brain, _ in the Iſſue be DeſtruQtive. 

Manufatture in the Plantations, ts that very Means by which the Kijnedom is drained of its Peo- 
ple, and is Fa far from giving us the Means by which it may be repleniſhed with People in the room 
of them, that it arprives us F that only Means that*s left as for it. 

ManufaFture | Hoprings in the Kjngdom, is the only Means by which the Kjngdom may be reple- 
niſhd with People in the room of hole ſent to the Plantations; for as the Prey to the Eagles, Ma- 
nufafture is tothe People; where that ts, there they will be f rc together. 

On theſe Two Heads I beg leave Humbly to ſuggeſt ſome. few Conſiderations, to ſhew 
the Prejudices and the Diſorder, Manufacture of Sugar in a part of Barbadaes, doth occaſion 
at preſent, to the Effential Intereſts of the Kingdom, and the further Miſchiefs it will briog, 
as it ſhall obtain and increaſe. 

And then to ſhew the Benefits and Advantages that would accrue to the Kingdom, by 
Diſcouraging or Suppreſling it, and by injoimng all Commodities that are the ja, of 
the Plantations to be Imported in their firſt Produtt. Ov 

Manufactury in the Plantations, (even as ManufaQture) doth need, and draws more Peo- 
ple than isnecefſary for ProduCt, and isa Motive to our People to leave the Kingdom, and 
indeed puts a Neceſſity upon them ſo to do, for it thereby deprives us of ManufaQture ar 
Home, by which they are Imployed. | 

MamufaCtures of Sugar in Barbadoes, altho? but to the depree it hath already attained, is 
ſuch an Error in the Foundation of rhe Interefts of the Kingdom, as reſpeQting the Plantati- 
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on Trade, that no Struture of Good, or Benefit to the Kingdom, can be Rpike upon ir, and 
is the Cauſe that the Navigation is very much leſſen:d Homeward ; and by delpailing us of 
ManufaCturing in the Kingdom, prevents a Navigation and Trade Outward, of Sugar Ma- 
nufaQtured wholly and intirely, and whic!) once we had to a very great degree, and 1s the 
chief Cauſe that the ManufaQory and Navigation { which are the only Fraits propoſed, as 
the Returns and Repayment of all Charges upon the Plantations ) is conveyed to the Dutc2 
and Hamburghers withoutany Charge to them ; without Charge did I fay ? Nay, they are 
well paid for it ; as for inſtance, There was Exported from the Port of Lozdon only, from 
Midſummer 1687, to Midſummer 1688, as the Cuſtom-houſe Books will ſhew, Six Thouſand 
Four Hundred Seventy Four Tans of Sugar, which was Navigated in their own Siups, as 
they uſually do ; and they drew back out of the King's Revenue 19448 /. 19s. 64, and T 
queſtion whether the whole Duty on Sugar for rhis laſt Yearamountsto fo much; and ſtood 
them in ſo much Cheaper than the Eng/iſþ Manutacturer could Buy them in our own Mar- 
kets. And by the Advantages of Navigation, Manufacture and Trade to molt parts of Ex- 
rope, : this After-ManufaQured, may be gueſſed the Lols the Kingdom hath through the 
-Wank Or 1t. 

ManufaQture of Sugar in Barbadoes,is not more Injurious to theManufaCture andINavigati- 
on at Home,then it's Miſchievous to that part of Barbadoes,and all the reſt of the Iſlands who 
do not ManufaQtre their Sugar; for as they are Obliged, as indeed they oughr, to bring 
their Sugars into the Kingdom, they find their Diſappointment of a Marker here, by reafon 
of the Diſcouragement their Buyers lye under from the Barbadoes Manufacture, for they 
muſt have more or l:{s Money for their Sugars, accordingas thenumber of their Buyers are, 
many or few. And to give one inſtance of this alſo, the Refiners inthe Year 1690, through 
a Surprize of a quantity of Barbadoes Manufactured Clayed (not Refined) Sugar and Mo- 
lofles, brought in oae Fleet from Barbadves, Loſt not lets than Twenty Thouſand Pounds in 
about Thirty Sugar-houſes in and about London; and I amapt to think it could not be leſs 
than Fifry Thouſand Pounds to the Importers of Unmanufattured Sugar ; for the Refiners 
ccaſed working for near Twelve Months after, and the Importer all that while depended al- 
moſt wholly on the Courteſie of Forreigners for a Price for their Sugars. 

If ManutaQtory of Sugar in Barbaaves be permitted, then will it be not only a Motive, but 
a ſtrong Invitation to the reſt of That, and all the other If{lands, to do the like, 

And the Indulgency of ManufaCturing of Sugar, will induce and perſwade to a Manufa- 
ctory of Cotton-wooll, whic!: Now is a ManufaCtory that Imploys poſſibly ſome Hundreds 
of Families in the Kingdom, ; and this is begun already in Fact, in ſome meaſure. 

And as an Attendant onthat, will follow the ManufaCtory of Dying alſo, that is another 
great ManufaCtory in the Kingdom ; for the Wooll and Materials tor Dying, ſuch as Izdige, 
Logwood, Fuſtick, Nicarague-Wo24, are all the Growth of the Plantations, and places adja- 
cent thereto ; and the Dying-Woods being Imported at preſent in great quantities, as well 
as Sugar, Imploy a great number of Ships yearly. 

I ſhall not ſtrain the Point,if I add, there is danger of Loſing the Navigation almoſt intire- 
ly, for there is not the leaſt degree of any ManufiQure that is uſed upon the Plantations, 

bur to a proportionable degree to what it doth obtain, the Navigation is diminiſhed ; and if 
all their ProduQts be ManufaQtured there, then New-England, who now do ina great mea- 
{ure ſhare with usin the Navigation already, may poſſibly Ingroſs the whole in time ; they 
mr uy + Ships, and Trading not only with the Plantations, but directly for Spain ; with 
Fiſh, &c. at preſent, it cannot be doubted, that they do, or will deny themſelves of carry- 
10g any Plantation Goods there, orelſewhere, where it ſtands with their Intereſt ſo to do, 
It's far from me to grudge the Advantages of any, eſpecially Eze/ifh Men, in what part of the 
World ſoever they be; but that 0/4 England ſhall be made todepend upon the New, or any 
of its Colonies or Plantations, or that they ſhould be Inriched, to the Exhauſting the King- 
"dom of its People, which are its Riches and Strength; or Navigation, which are its Walls 
and Defence ; or that the Leſſer ſhould be preferred to the prejudice of the Greater, cannot 
bethe Deſire of any Honeſt Man. 


Objection, But why is the Loſs of this Manufattory laid at the Door of the Barbadoes Manu- 
fatturers, when as the Refiners had ſome Exportation 1 rade, before the late Impoſt Duty was latd, 
ana which gave the Forreiguer 2.8. 4d. Draw-back ? And ſince that it was, that the Exportai tn 
1 rade was loſt, and therefore that muſt be the true Cauſe. 


Anſwer, Tt** true, that this was an accidental Cauſe, and yet the Barbadoes Manufaftu- 
ry, the Main and Original Cauſe, for that (as Worms or Vermin that deſtroys the Roots 
of a I'rce, makes it liable to be blown down by every blaſt of Wind) weakens this Intereſt 
of ManutaQture at home,ſo as every Forreigner may wreſt it from us; but had there bzen no 
other Cauſe thanthis Draw-back, then might the Exportation Trade have been Retrieved, 
ſiace this Ca uſe is removed; but it is eyident it isnot fo, nor never like, whilſt the o—_ 
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Cauſe remains; 2nd which is the Cauſe that there are not above Fifty Sugar» Houſes it Exg- 

land, although wghave Six Iſlands that are Sugar-Plantations; and Hollznd hath about One 
' | Hundred Sugar-Houſes, and Three of them, as big as Twenty of the bigge!t we 

have, and Imploy Seventy Thouſand Pounds Stock each, and yet hath but one Plantation 

of its own; and Hamborovgh hath about Fourſcore Sugar-Houſes, and not one Planta- 

tion of its own, and both dep2nd upon Exg1and and Portugal for their Supplies : And yet + 

Sugar which is the Growth of our own Plantations, 15 as much in our Power as Wooll is, 

which is the Growth of the Kingdem ; and I doubt not bur in time, it will be thought tode- 

ſerve as much our Care to prelerve tor ManufaCture ; and the rather, becauſe Navigation 
will be more promored by this, than that of Wooll. | 
I humbly hope, that cnough hath been faid ro ſhew that the Plantation-Trade in the 

State it now is in, is [rre2ular and Diſorderly, and chat the Charge of it is Eng iazas, and the 

Fruits thereof is Reap'd bet wixt the Hollander and Hambirgher on the one Hand, and the 

Barbadoes Manufacturer on the 2ther ; and the Kingdom, and all the reſt of the Plantations, 

are the Sufferers. 'The next thing to be conſidered of, 15, | 

How the ?Plantation-T'rade may be ſertled on ſuch a Regular Foundation, as that it may 
be reciprocally Advantageous to the Kingdom, and all the Plantations in general ; and [ 
humbly conceive the Methods to be uſed for it are very ealiz,provided theGentlemen concer- 
ned in the Intereſt I have been ſpeaking againſt, would be content to come into the general 

Intereſts of the Kingdom, and fer up Sugar-Houſes in the Kingdom,inſtead of thoſe in Bar- 

badoes; let them enjoy the Houſes ſer up there, as Flanters; and thoſe ſet up here, as Refiners 

or Manufacturers; and why not? They will then ſtand upon an Equal foot with the 
[ reſt of the Plantations there, and with the Manufatturers here, and ſo make up one Fami- 
ly as it were, 0n2 United Intereſt ; they will then be provided for equally withallche King's 
SubjeAs ; and for theſe Gentlemen to expett to be priviledged above all, I preſume will be 
thought to be too much; and to be priviledged to-go on with an Intereſt thar ſtands in Op- 
poſition to, and poiſons all the Intereſts of the Kingdom 1a its ManufaQture, Navigation + 
and Plantations, is unreaſonable to delire, even to a Crime, 

I wonder not, that there z2re ſo few Sugar-Houſes in the Kingdom, but rather that there 
ſhould be any,under the Difficulties they have always ſtruggled with ; and were they not a 
Frugal Induſtrious People, they could not continue a Being in the Kingdom, although Re- 
fining of Sugar hath been here before ever we had Plantations, and had then, their Supplies 
for ManufaQtury from Portugal and the Eaft Inazes ; but I wonder, that ſome Gentlemen 
ſhould ſo deſpiſe and contemn them for their fewneſs,always arguing,that they are not wor- 
thy of being conſidered, becauſe few, and a ſmall Intereſt,although made ſo purely by them- 
ſelves: Tam well aſſured they arenot few,as being a Monopoly or Corporation ; i they are 
none,and their Trade is open and free to all, and were there due Encouragements for it,there 
is no doubt, but there would be enough of it, and why Ezgland may rot have as many Su-= 
gar-Houſes added to what now 1s, as there are Sugar-Houſes in Holland, Hamborough, Flan- 
ders, &c. that depend upon the Water of our own Fountain, the Sugar of our Plantations for 
their Supply, I know not, and thoſe in Barbadozs added to them ; the Key of this Fountain 
| Is in the Hands of our Conſervators; and who will, I deubt not, as ſoon as they ſee theſe 
A Streams haverun waſte, or upon Strangers ſo long, turn them towards the Kingdom art laſt, 
The Methods, that with all Submiſſion, I would propoſe for making the Intereſts of the 
Kingdom and Plantations, to be Mutual and United, are, 

That the ManufaQturers in Barbadoes,may be obliged to Import their Sugars unmanufaQtu- 
red, as all the other\I{lands now do, viz. Jamaica, Nevis, Antegoa, St. Chriſtophers, Mons 
ſerrat, and a great part of Barbadoes. 

By Importing their Sugars thus, they give us an intire Navigation homeward, which 
now 1s greatly leſſened ; they will take away the true cauſe why this ManufaQure is fo Jit 
tle in the Kingdom, and wreſted from us by Strangers, and give us an opportunity by in- 
creaſing this ManufaCture, to repleniſh the Kingdom with Peoplein the Room of thoſe they 
want from us; and as by ſome neceflary Laws to encourage it above Forreigners, this Mas 
nufacture may be wholly in the Kingdom ; and thereby multiply Buyers at home, which 
is the Intereſt of the Plantations, erect a new Navigation with Sugar ManufaQured to all 
Parts of Exrope, not only to the Eaſt Country, Spain, Italy, Twurky, Flanders, where, in ſome 
meaſure, we once had ; but even to Ho!apd and Hamboroagh it ſelf, who now have both 
+ $$ the Navigation and ManutaQture of it from hence ; and thus Exgland may be made the Mart 
| of Sugar tor all Exrope and it's pity that a ſmall Fly ; ofa ManufaQtury in Barbaaves, ſhould 
y ſpoil this great Pot of ſweet Oyntment : And that I may ſhew how PraQticable this is, it 
may not be amiſs to repreſent how uſeful this would be, by the taſtes of Exportation we have 
had to the places above mentioned, as I am very well informed. 

The Eaſt Countrey Trade was pretty conſiderable, and to whatever Value there was of 
Manufactured or Refined Sugar Exported there, faved ſo much Silver in the Kingdom, fc r 
the Ballance of that Trade is againſt us, for we muſt have our Stores for Ships, and t' cy 
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will have our Silver, ſince they like not our Commodities ; Sugar was a Commodity 
they did like, bur the Datch could ſupply them Cheaper, by reaton of the Draw-back, as al- 
ready mentioned. 

As the Trade to the Faſt Countrey ſaved our Silver, ſo that to Spain brought us Silver 
in the lieu of Sugar ; and that to T wrky and Italy, Silk, Grogoram Tarn, Oyls, &c. Commos« 
dities that create and help on Manufacture in the Kingdom, which Employs many thouſands 
of Hands. 

By the taſtes we have had of the Exportation-Trade, may be ſcen what may be done 
much more; I donot know, but that next to the Eaſ?-India Trade and Fiſhery, this Manu- 
faQture and Benefits ariling from it, makes the third great Article of Trade to Hand above 
all other; and that they which are fuch known Judges of 'Trade,1}2uld fo ctteem this,as with 
all their Might and Cunning, to graſpat it, ſhould quicken us, as mich in our endeavours to 
preſerve it to our ſelves; and this may be Nored, "That they do not ſufter any Sugar to be 
ManufaQured on their Plantations, bur that it ſhall be brought home unmanutaQtured; and 
all that, is not above Tenor Twelve Sail of Ships a year. | 


Objection, Bat will not the giving over of Manufatary of Snz2xr at Barbadoes, give incou- 
razemeat to the Dutch and French,@&c. to Manufattare theirs on their Plant ations,and ſo be able 
to under-ſell us at Forreion Markets ? 


Anſwer, If the French, Datch, or any other will be ſo Impolitick, as to Weaken and Im- 
poveriſh their Kingdom, and Deſtroy their Navigation, (as by ſetting up ManufaQtury in 
the Plantations they certainly muſt) I do not know why we ſhould tear that, for Exg/and 
will be the better able to deal with them upon any Difference ; but I preſume there is no 
grounds for ſuch Fears ; and the only Inſtance we have of fuch a Method of Trade, is Por- 
z«gal, whom, although they were the firlt chat ſettled Sugar Plantations in Exrope, have not 
yet grown Rich by them, neither in People nor Navigation ; nor never can, in {uch an Irre- 
gular Method as Manufacturing on the Plantations ; Nay, they are in a manner, beat out 
of the Sugar Trade, and their Examples muſt be avoided, unleſs we would be content with 
the ſame Succeſs ; but were it not thus, yet iSthere neither Dutch, French nor Hamburgers 
that have the Advantages we have of fo many Plantations ; ſhall we not be able toour-ſell the 
Datch that hath but one Plantation, and the Hembarger that hath none, when we have Six 
Iſlands that are Sugar Plantations ? Beſides, the ObjeQtion is weak, and at beſt, is but an Ar- 
gument of the Slothful ; There is « Lyon in the way, ſays he : Such Counſellours, if they had 
an Intereſt in Namur laſt year, as now they have in Barbadoes, with as good grounds might 
have adviſed not the taking of Namur, for fear the French ſhould take it from us again ; for 
to forbear Improving our Trade,for fear others ſhould rake it from us, is giving of it, for fear 
we ſhould loſe it, and that when there is no danger neither. 

I hope none will inſinuate, as if I defing*d to perſuade, from laying out our Treaſure and 
people to all the occaſions of the Plantations ; thoſe eſpecially, who have not, neither from 
the Motives of Profit by Manufacturing, nor by reaſon of their los in having their Buyers at 
home baulk*d,been drawn from their Duty in Importing their Sugars unmanufaRtured ; and 
they are five of the ſix Iſlands, and part of the ſixth ; they have done their part, and will al- 
ways deſcrve the Care and Helps of the Kingdom whilſt they perſiſt ; and it is the Barbadves 
Manufactury alone, that ſpoils the Harmony in the Intereſts of Kingdom and Plantations. 

It's ſo uſual intreating of a general Intereſt, to aim at a particular one; That I may poſ- 
ſibly have raiſed ſome Expectation of wondering what mine is, and to farisfie ſuch, I have on- 
ly this to ſay, As I have Treared of the General Diffulive Good and Advantages of the King- 
dom ; if that takes place, there is no good Exg/iſb-maz but ſhares in it, cither in his Eſtate, 
or in his Content and Satisfaction;if mine does not lie in the Kingdom's Intereſt, Lam content 
to go without it ; I have delivered nothing but what TI believe to be truc, and from the Im- 
preffion it had upon my own Apprehenſton, it's poſſible T may have delivered matters in too 
concluſive a Stile ; but with all Humility and Submiſſion, I deſire to preſent them ro the 
Conſideration of the Auguſt Aſſembly of Parhament, as Humble Suggeſtions only ; from 
which poſſibly may be gathered by Their Great Wiidom, ſomething asa Grain of Wheat 
from amongſt a great deal of Chaft, that may through Improvement in Their Hands, be of 
uſe to the Kingdom and Plantations. 

I think T can heartily fay, Thar no By-Endscould have prevailed with me to give or take 
this trouble, bur a fincere Zeal for my Countrey, which hath a great many Doors by which 
g0Ccs out its Disburſements, and whillt I did know of any ſhut againit irs Reimburſements, of 
rhis high Moment, I could not be ftlent : Iam told, it'sa Cauſe that wants Friends, to Re- 
commend it ; and I did then conclude it wanted Friend8 becauſe it wanted being made 
known : I have according to my poor Endeavours, Repreſented it as Intelligible as I could ; 
and doubt not, but ſome Worthy Patriots will take it up and promote it, even for its own 
lake, or rather for the Kingdoms fake. 
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